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ldentifying Juvenile Birds




Ageing sequence for birds:
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Prejuvenalor postnatal) molt

Juvenileg(or juvenal) plumage typically acquired while in the nest (excgptcocialspp).
This plumage includes body, wings and tail feathers.

Held for ashort period of timec on natal/breeding grounds.

Prebasid molt

Basic (winter) plumagec typically held during first fall and winter.

Body feathers onlg wing and tail feathers are retained (for about a year).

Prealternatel molt

First Alternate (breeding) plumage (typically held until mid/late summer).

Complete molt

Basic Ibr Definitive Basi¢winter) plumage




American Robin plumages

(exampleg; not true colors)
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Definttive Basic
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Arerm is very broad/inclusive
Masically can include every plumage from fledgling up until they become full adult
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An other birds likagullsoreaglesi KS daAYYlF GdzZNB€é¢ GSNXY YA3IK




First plumage natal down
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Indigo Bunting; new nestlings
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Juvenile plumage
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Eastern Phoebe
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Eastern Phoebe juvenile
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Eastern Phoebe first basic (fall/winter)
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Clgipping Sparrow first basic (fall/winter) plumage
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Song Sparrow juvenile and adult
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juvenile
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Yellowrumped Warbler first basic (fall/winter)
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Common Yellowthroat olting'« -
juvenilei) first basie*(fall/winter,
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American edstam; juvenile
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American Redstak fist basic (fall/winter)



Ovenbird- juvenile




Ovenbird-

juvenile
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Ovenbirdc
juvenile




Only one warbler with white tail spots across
center of tailg Magnolia



Magnolia Warblec first basic (fall/winter)
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Canada Warbler (female)-- 28 August 2001
Barr Loke Banding Station, Adams County, Colorado

Rocky Mountain Bird Obseratory (photos Chris Wood)
www.rmbo.org



Palm Warbler juvenile




Palm Warblec first basic (fall/winter)




Only one warbler
has extensive
yellow tall spots
Yellow Warbler



Yellow Warblerc juvenile



Yellow Warbler juvenile




WFTLL ¥ A =4 g o) -
. 7 ] 3 v/

Yellow Warblec first basic (fall/winter)







Rosebreasted e
Grosbeal¢ juvenile
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Rosebreasted Grosbead,(flrst basic (fall/wmter)



Rosebreasted Grosbeak
Immature male (left) &
female (right)
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" Barn Swallovg juvenile/
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