
A Practical Challenge for Atlasers: 

Identifying Juvenile Birds 



Ageing sequence for birds: 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƴŀǘŀƭ ŘƻǿƴέΦ 

Juvenile (or juvenal) plumage ς typically acquired while in the nest (except precocial spp). 

Prejuvenal (or postnatal) molt 

Prebasic I molt 

Basic I (winter) plumage ς typically held during first fall and winter. 

Held for a short period of time ς on natal/breeding grounds. 

This plumage includes body, wings and tail feathers. 

Body feathers only ς wing and tail feathers are retained (for about a year). 

Prealternate I molt 

First Alternate (breeding) plumage (typically held until mid/late summer).  

Complete molt 

Basic II or Definitive Basic (winter) plumage 



American Robin plumages 
(examples ς not true colors) 



ÅTerm is very broad/inclusive 
ÅBasically can include every plumage from fledgling up until they become full adult 

άLƳƳŀǘǳǊŜέ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜǎ 

ÅLƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜέ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ όƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΥ 
 

ÅIn other birds like gulls or eagles ǘƘŜ άƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜέ ǘŜǊƳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΥ  
 



First plumage - natal down 

Indigo Bunting ς new nestlings 



Eastern Phoebe ς nestlings 



άƴŜǎǘƭƛƴƎέ  όŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴȅ ƻǊ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜύ 



Juvenile plumage 



άŦƭŜŘƎƭƛƴƎέ  όǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜύ 





Eastern Phoebe ς nestlings  





Eastern Phoebe ς juvenile 





Eastern Phoebe ς juvenile 



Eastern Phoebe ς first basic (fall/winter) 



Chipping  
Sparrow 



Chipping Sparrow ς juvenile 



Chipping Sparrow ς first basic (fall/winter) plumage 



Song Sparrow ς  juvenile and adult 





Song Sparrow ς  juvenile 



Swamp  
Sparrow 

 



Swamp Sparrow ς  juvenile 



Grasshopper Sparrow juvenile 



IŜƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ 
juvenile 



IŜƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ 
juvenile 



Nick Anich 

Jenny Wenzel 
Vesper Sparrow ς  juvenile 



Yellow-rumped Warbler - juvenile 



Yellow-rumped Warbler - juvenile 



Yellow-rumped Warbler - juvenile 



Yellow-rumped Warbler - first basic (fall/winter) 



Common Yellowthroat ς juvenile 



Common Yellowthroat ς juvenile 



Common Yellowthroat ς molting 
from juvenile to first basic 





Common Yellowthroat ς molting 
juvenile to first basic (fall/winter) 



David Franzen American Redstart ς juvenile 





American Redstart ς juvenile 



American Redstart ς first basic (fall/winter) 



Ovenbird - juvenile 



Ovenbird - 
juvenile 



Ovenbird ς   juvenile 



Ovenbird ς   
juvenile 



Only one warbler with white tail spots across 
center of tail ς Magnolia 



Magnolia Warbler ς first basic (fall/winter) 



Canada Warbler ς   juvenile 





Palm Warbler ς juvenile 



Palm Warbler ς first basic (fall/winter) 



Only one warbler 
has extensive 

yellow tail spots ς 
Yellow Warbler 



Yellow Warbler ς juvenile 



Yellow Warbler ς juvenile 



Yellow Warbler ς first basic (fall/winter) 





Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak ς juvenile  



Rose-breasted Grosbeak ς first basic (fall/winter) 



Rose-breasted Grosbeak ς 
immature male (left) & 

female (right)  



Ryan Brady 

Pine Siskin ς juvenile 



Barn Swallow ς juvenile 



Horned Lark ς juvenile  



Some juveniles are fairly straightforward ς color patterns are very much like adults 



House Wren ς juvenile 


